
OPCIÓN DE EXAMEN Nº 1

Why You Should Surround Yourself with Books 

A full bookcase, or kindle, says good things about your m ind. L ifelong learning w ill help you be happier,

earn m ore, and even stay healthier, experts say. Plus, plenty of som e of the sm artest nam es in business, from  Bill

G ates to E lon M usk, insist that the best w ay to get sm arter is to read. So w hat should you do?  You should go out

and buy books, lots of them .  A nd according to bestselling author N assim  Taleb, it isn’t even that im portant

w hether you have read all the books you ow n or not.

Taleb begins his thesis w ith an anecdote about the legendary library of Italian w riter U m berto Eco, w hich

contained an am azing 30,000 volum es. D id Eco actually read all those books? O f course not, but that w asn't the

point of surrounding him self w ith so m uch potential know ledge. B y providing a constant rem inder of all the

things he didn 't know, Eco's library kept him  intellectually hungry and perpetually curious. A n ever grow ing

collection of books you haven't yet read can do the sam e for you, the author argues.

A private library is not just som ething to boost your ego but a research tool. Books you have already read

are actually far less valuable than unread ones. The library should contain as m uch of w hat you do not know  as

your personal circum stances allow  you to put there. You w ill accum ulate m ore know ledge and m ore books as you

grow  older, and the grow ing num ber of unread books on the shelves w ill look at you m enacingly. Probably, the

m ore you know, the m ore books you’ll buy, and so the larger the num ber of unread books you have.  Taleb calls

this collection of unread books an “antilibrary.”

A n antilibrary is a pow erful  rem inder of your lim itations - the vast quantity of things you don't know, think 
you know, or are probably w rong about. By living w ith that rem inder daily you can nudge yourself tow ards the 
kind of intellectual hum ility that im proves decision-m aking and drives learning. W hy? Perhaps because it is a w ell 

know n psychological fact that it is the m ost incom petent w ho are the m ost confident of their abilities and the m ost 

intelligent w ho are full of doubt.  It's equally w ell established that the m ore readily you adm it you don't know  

things, the faster you learn. So, just relax. A ll those books you haven't read are your greatest opportunity to grow .
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OPCIÓN DE EXAMEN Nº 1

Question 1: [2 POINTS] Indicate  w hether the fo llow ing statem ents are  T R U E or FA L SE and w rite  dow n 

w hich part of the text justifies your answ er.

a) Experts suggest that continuing to learn can help you have a higher salary.

b) U m berto Eco felt quite bored by his library.

c) The books you haven`t read yet are said to be w orth m ore than the ones you have.

d) It’s com m on know ledge that learning is quicker if you recognise w hat you don’t know.

Question 2: [2 POINTS] A nsw er the follow ing  questions in your ow n w ords according to the text.

a) Can you describe U m berto Eco’s library in your ow n w ords and explain w hy it is used as an 

exam ple?

b) D efine the idea of an “antilibrary” in your ow n w ords and say w hy Taleb says it is such a good 

thing.

Question 3: [1,5 POINTS] Find w ords or phrases in the text that correspond to the w ords and definitions given.

a) fam ous (paragraph 2) 

b) in reality (paragraph 3)

c) to perm it (paragraph 3)

d) huge (paragraph 4)

e) chance (paragraph 4)

Question 4: [1,5 POINTS] Choose the correct option, a, b, c or d for each question and CO PY  the sentence onto 

                         your answ er sheet.

1. A ccording to Taleb…

a) ow ning books is never m ore im portant than reading them .

b) ow ning the books that you read  is essential.

c) reading the books that you ow n is not essential.

d) buying  books that you do not read is not intelligent.

2. Taleb suggests that…

a) the num ber of unread books a person has w ill probably increase w ith age.

b) the num ber of unread books a person has w ill probably decrease w ith age.

c) the num ber of unread books a person has w ill definitely decrease w ith age.

d) the num ber of unread books a person has w ill not definitely decrease w ith age.

3. If people  adm it their lim itations,…

a) they w on’t be m ore m otivated to learn, according to Taleb.

b) they w ould be m ore m otivated to learn, according to Taleb.

c) they w ould have been  m ore m otivated to learn, according to Taleb.

d) they w ill be m ore m otivated to learn, according to Taleb. 

Question 5: [3 POINTS] W rite a short essay (about 120-150 w ords) on the follow ing topic:

– D o you prefer books or the internet for studying and entertainm ent? Justify your opinion.



OPCIÓN DE EXAMEN Nº 2

The Big Dispute over Manchego Cheese

Tw o different cheeses w hich share the sam e nam e are at the heart of an international dispute. O ne is a

traditional sheep’s m ilk cheese, as typically Spanish as cured Serrano ham  and D on Q uixote. The other is a m ild

cow ’s m ilk cheese, enriched w ith vegetable oil, sold cheaply in M exican m arkets and stuffed into quesadillas.

Both cheeses are called M anchego, but they have very little in com m on. That is how  they have com e to be at the

centre of a dispute that is putting a m ajor trade deal betw een M exico and the European U nion at risk.

M achego m akers in Spain say their product has a denom ination of origin and w ant M exican cheeses to stop

carrying the sam e nam e. Ism ael Á lvarez de Toledo, president of the Spanish A ssociation of M anchego Cheeses

insists that there is only one product w orthy of the nam e – and it is m ade from  the m ilk of sheep in the region of

La M ancha. H e explained, “M exican m anchego is an insipid cow ’s m ilk cheese that som etim es doesn’t even look

like cheese because it often com es in slices for m aking sandw iches.” H e insisted they have no right to use the

nam e.

The trade deal threatened by this disagreem ent w as signed in 2000. M exico has recently w anted to revise the

deal’s conditions as they need to diversify their business aw ay from  the U SA , and it w as hoped that a new  treaty

could be reached by Christm as. This has not been possible, how ever, because of the M anchego cheese problem .

Furtherm ore, the EU  takes geographical indications of its m em ber states very seriously. Ten years ago, Spain

successfully  blocked a B elgian cheese m aker w ho w as selling an im itation “M anchego.” It w as decided that

M anchego w as a brand nam e that belonged only to cheeses from  the region.

M exico is fiercely protective of m any of its ow n denom inations of origin, such as Tequila, but their cheese

industry does not seem  particularly concerned about this issue. “M exico is m ore like the U S in that w e focus

m ore on brands,” said René Fonseca, general secretary of the N ational M ilk Industry.” We’re not interested in

protecting generic nam es.” Fonseca even argues that it w as in  fact Europeans w ho first introduced the nam e

M anchego to M exico and so it is not the M exicans´ fault. Á lvarez, how ever, insisted that the confusion has led to

real econom ic losses for Spanish producers, especially in the A m erican m arket.

The Guardian, 15th January 2018 (A dapted)

Question 1: [2 POINTS] Indicate w hether the follow ing statem ents are TRU E  or FA LSE  and w rite dow n 

w hich part of the text justifies your answ er.

a) The trade agreem ent betw een M exico and the EU  is only a couple of years old.

b) The EU  thinks that w hat its m em ber countries w ant is im portant.

c) M exico doesn’t care about protecting the nam es of any of its products.

d) The dispute is said to have caused financial im plications for Spain’s cheese industry.

Question 2: [2 POINTS] A nsw er the follow ing  questions in your ow n w ords according to the text.

a) D escribe the difference of opinion related to cheese betw een Spain and M exico in your ow n

w ords?

b) W hy is this an international dispute?



OPCIÓN DE EXAMEN Nº 2

Question 3: [1,5 POINTS] Find w ords or phrases in the text that correspond to the w ords and definitions given.

a) disagreem ent, argum ent (paragraph 1)

b) econom ically, inexpensively (paragraph 1)

c) tasteless (paragraph 2)

d) to agree, to achieve (paragraph 3)

e) for exam ple (paragraph 4)

Question 4: [1,5 POINTS] Choose the correct option, a, b, c or d for each question and CO PY  the sentence onto 

                         your answ er sheet.

1. M exico is trying to…

a) conduct trade only w ith the EU .

b) im prove their trade agreem ent w ith the EU .

c) do m ore trade w ith the EU  than the U SA .

d) protect their trade in the U SA .

2. The text says that Spain…

a) has already allow ed another European country to produce a version of M anchego cheese.

b) is in favour of allow ing other European countries to produce versions of M anchego cheese.

c) has already prevented another European country from  producing a version of M anchego 

cheese.

d) is going to prevent another  European country from  producing version of M anchego cheese.

3. A ccording to Fonseca,…

a) the M exican governm ent is the original cause of the problem .

b) the cheese industry is the original cause of the problem .

c) people from  Europe are the original cause of the problem .

d) no one is really to blam e for this problem .

Question 5: [3 POINTS] W rite a short essay (about 120-150 w ords) on the follow ing topic:

– D o you think that typical hom e cooking is better or w orse than fast food? Justify your opinion.


