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OPTION A: THE EXTRAORDINARY LIFE OF NIKOLA TESLA KEY

Tesla was born in Serbia in 1856, during a lightning storm, which led the nurse to say, “He will be a child of the storm”, to which 1 
his mother replied, “No, of the light”. As a student, he was so good at mathematics that teachers accused him of cheating. Tesla 2 
migrated to the US in 1884, where he developed the alternating current motor and held over 300 patents. At the World’s Exposition of 3 
1893 in Chicago, he illuminated more light bulbs than could be found in the entire city, and amazed audiences with an electric light 4 
that required no wires. He had a photographic memory, which helped him memorize whole books and speak eight languages. 5 

Besides his remarkable achievements as a scientist, he was also known for his eccentricities. He claimed that he had developed 6 
a motor that ran on cosmic rays, and that he had discovered a technique for photographing thoughts. 7 

He never married, and ended up broke and alone, living in a New York hotel paid by the Westinghouse Corporation. He frequented 8 
the local park, where he was regularly seen feeding the pigeons, with which he claimed to share a special affinity. He was found dead 9 
in his room at age 86. 10 

Today the name Tesla is still very much in circulation. The world’s best-known electric car bears his name, and the strength of MRI 11 
scanners is measured in Teslas. He was a real-life Prometheus: the mythical Greek titan who brought fire to humankind, but in 12 
punishment was chained to a rock where each day an eagle ate his liver. Tesla brought lightning down to earth, but his uncommon 13 
habits eventually led to his downfall. 14 

 

 

I * COMPREHENSION (4 points)  
CHOOSE AND WRITE THE CORRECT OPTION (A, B, C or D). (0.5 points each) 
1. According to the text, Tesla was… (c) 

(a) an amazing photographer.   (b) a well-known broker. 
(c) a brilliant scientist.    (d) the inventor of the electric car.  

2. According to the text, Nikola Tesla… (a) 
(a)  might be compared to a mythical character.     (b) didn’t get on well with pigeons. 
(c)  was a family man.    (d) invented MRI scanners.  

 
 

ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY YOUR ANSWERS WITH THE PRECISE WORDS OR PHRASES FROM THE TEXT, 
OR USE YOUR OWN WORDS. (0.5 points each)  
3. Tesla showed his special intelligence when he was at school. TRUE (line 2) “As a student, he was so good at mathematics that teachers 
accused him of cheating.”  
4. Tesla surprised people with the development of a wireless electric bulb. TRUE (lines 4-5) “… amazed audiences with an electric light 
that required no wires.” 
5. Tesla ended his days rich but alone. FALSE (line 8) “(He never married, and) ended up broke and alone…” 
6. Nobody remembers Tesla anymore. FALSE (line 11) “Today the name Tesla is still very much in circulation.” / (lines 11-12) “The world’s 
best-known electric car bears his name, and the strength of MRI scanners is measured in Teslas.”  
 

7. FIND IN THE TEXT: (0.5 points) 
7.1. ONE SYNONYM FOR “ruin” (noun). downfall (line 14) 
7.2. ONE SYNONYM FOR “engine” (noun). motor (lines 3 and 7) 

8. FIND IN THE TEXT: (0.5 points) 
8.1. ONE WORD MEANING “strange or unusual behaviour.”  eccentricity / eccentricities (line 6) 
8.2. ONE WORD MEANING “to give food to.” feed(ing) (line 9) 

II * USE OF ENGLISH (3 points; 0.5 points each) 
9. FILL IN THE GAPS WITH THE CORRECT WORD: 

9.1. “She’s really supportive. You can always count… her.” (preposition). on 
9.2. “I’m terrible… playing chess.” (preposition). at 

10. FILL IN THE GAPS WITH THE CORRECT OPTION:  
10.1. “I have always dreamed… becoming successful.” over / of / on / around  of 
10.2. “I wish I… more time to hang out with my friends.” have / was having / had / should have had 

11. REWRITE THE SENTENCE WITHOUT CHANGING ITS MEANING. BEGIN AS INDICATED: “I’m sure she didn’t steal the money.” She 
can’t… have stolen the money. 
12. COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONAL SENTENCE: “If I had known you were in trouble,…” subject + would / could / might … 
(not) have + past participle 

13. TURN THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE INTO THE PASSIVE VOICE: “They have broken into my car twice this month.” My car has been 
broken into twice this month. 
14. GIVE A QUESTION FOR THE UNDERLINED WORDS: “Mike works for a rich businessman on weekends.” Who does Mike work for on 
weekends? / For whom does Mike work on weekends? 
III * WRITING (3 points)  
15. WRITE A COMPOSITION OF APPROXIMATELY 120 WORDS ABOUT THE TOPIC PROPOSED AND FOCUS STRICTLY ON IT:   

What is the greatest invention in history? Justify your answer. 


