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OPTION A: ELDERLY SPANISH COUPLE SLEEP IN PARK AFTER BEING EVICTED   KEY 

On September 18, an elderly Spanish couple were evicted from their home in Oviedo, Asturias. They left all their belongings in the 1 
flat except for “a few things” which they took with them to a park in the city. No one knew their whereabouts. For the next two nights, 2 
the couple, aged 74 and 72, slept on a park bench. 3 

The story has angered the Mortgage Victims Platform (PAH, in its Spanish acronym), an association that fights for the right to 4 
decent housing. PAH argues that judges must inform social services when a vulnerable family is going to be evicted. Given the couple 5 
were over 65, they qualify as one of the groups at risk of exclusion. But the judge working the case did not take this step because he 6 
did not know how old the couple were, according to the chief magistrate in charge. The eviction order only included the rental contract, 7 
which simply stated that the couple were adults, she says. The couple had not explained their extreme situation either, so no action 8 
was taken to contact social services or regional or local authorities, she explains. 9 

The PAH says the couple had become deeply indebted because they could not afford the rent on their flat, where they had lived 10 
for over a decade. The two survived on the woman’s pension, which was around €370 and did not cover the €400 needed for rent 11 
every month. The regional government, meanwhile, has said that it cannot “intervene to stop an eviction” if they do not know the 12 
“circumstances” of those involved. 13 

 

 

I * COMPREHENSION (4 points)  
CHOOSE AND WRITE THE CORRECT OPTION (A, B, C or D). (0.5 points each) 
1. According to the text, the PAH… (d) 

(a)  aims to protect the elderly.    (b) gives loans to families in financial difficulties. 
(c)  supports the judges and the authorities.   (d) wants everybody to have a proper house.  

2. The Asturian authorities…   (b) 
(a) promised to act in similar cases in the future.  (b) were not aware of the situation of this family. 
(c) informed the social services as soon as they knew.  (d) told the judge about the couple´s risk of exclusion.   

 

 

ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY YOUR ANSWERS WITH THE PRECISE WORDS OR PHRASES FROM THE TEXT, 
OR USE YOUR OWN WORDS. (0.5 points each)  
3. The couple’s relatives didn’t know where they had gone.  TRUE (line 2) “No one knew their whereabouts.” 
4. The couple should have been considered vulnerable because of their age. TRUE (lines 5-6) “Given the couple were over 65, they qualify 
as one of the groups at risk of exclusion.”  
5. The couple had recently moved to that flat. FALSE (lines 10-11) “…their flat, where they had lived for over a decade.”  
6. Both the man and the woman had a monthly income.  FALSE (lines 11-12) “The two survived on the woman’s pension, (which was around 
€370 and did not cover the €400 needed for rent every month.)”  
 

7. FIND IN THE TEXT: (0.5 points) 
7.1. ONE SYNONYM FOR “critical” (adjective). extreme (line 8) 
7.2. ONE SYNONYM FOR “danger” (noun). risk (line 6) 

8. FIND IN THE TEXT: (0.5 points) 
8.1. ONE WORD MEANING “a word formed from the initial letters of the words in a name.” acronym (line 4) 
8.2. ONE WORD MEANING “to be able to pay for something.” afford (line 10) 

II * USE OF ENGLISH (3 points; 0.5 points each) 
9. FILL IN THE GAPS WITH A CORRECT FORM OF THE VERB IN BRACKETS:  

9.1. “I am exhausted because I… for two hours now.” (walk) have been walking  
9.2. “My cousin… when his father turned the light on.” (sleep) was sleeping 

10. FILL IN THE GAPS WITH THE CORRECT OPTION:  
10.1. “Michael is married … a doctor.” with / for / to / upon   to 
10.2. “I am ashamed … my brother for doing that to the poor kid” with / of / at / for  of 

11. COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONAL SENTENCE: “If the social services had known their age,…”  subj + would / could /might 
… have + past participle 

12. GIVE A QUESTION FOR THE UNDERLINED WORDS: “He used to play the flute when he was a child.” What did he use to do when he 
was a child? 

13. TURN THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE INTO THE PASSIVE VOICE: “A man in a mask has stolen all our belongings.” All our belongings 
have been stolen by a man in a mask. / We have been robbed of all our belongings by a man in a mask. 

14. USE THE WORDS IN THE BOXES TO MAKE A MEANINGFUL SENTENCE. USE ALL AND ONLY THE WORDS IN THE BOXES WITHOUT 
CHANGING THEIR FORM.  

to she rid of told it get me 
She told me to get rid of it. 

III * WRITING (3 points)  
15. WRITE A COMPOSITION OF APPROXIMATELY 120 WORDS ABOUT THE TOPIC PROPOSED AND FOCUS STRICTLY ON IT:   

In your opinion, what are the most serious social problems today?  


