
Riding Solo 

Even the mere thought of travelling abroad alone can be frightening for many. 
However, the stigma surrounding travelling solo is unjustified, as travelling 
solo can be one of the most enjoyable experiences of your life.  

The most important tip when planning your trip is to learn from other’s 
experiences of travelling to the destination you have in mind. This could be 
from either a friend or an online blog. It is better to ask someone you know 
personally as the information they’ll provide could be more reliable than that 
of online travel advisers. This way you can learn about the places that are off 
the beaten track.  

A huge benefit of travelling on your own is that it means you can make sure 
you prioritise exactly what you want to do. You do not have to cater to anyone 
else’s wishes and do not have to worry about any tension or arguments that 
may arise with your fellow travellers. By being on your own, you can form 
your own views on your experiences and have lone walks by yourself rather 
than having silly arguments about which club to go to every night or which 
person is responsible for getting everyone lost. Travelling solo gives you the 
freedom to meet people you may not have otherwise, especially when 
travelling in a group. Being on your own also forces you to interact with locals 
more than you perhaps would have if you were with other people. This would 
allow yourself to become more immersed in the culture. 

There is the issue of vulnerability when travelling solo, which you should 
prepare yourself for by being very careful, among other things. However, that 
should not dissuade you from travelling by yourself.  

Adapted from “Ridin’ Solo: Tackling the Myths of Travelling Alone,” The 

Student Newspaper 22 October 2018. 

 
 

QUESTIONS 

1.- Are the following statements TRUE or FALSE? Copy the evidence from the text. No 
marks are given for only TRUE or FALSE.  
a) When travelling in a group you have greater chances of starting conversations with

people who live in the area.
b) You should not be scared of travelling on your own: there is no possibility of

danger at all.
 (Puntuación máxima: 2 puntos) 

2.- In your own words and based on the ideas in the text, answer the following questions. 
Do not copy from the text.  
a) According to the text, what is the best way to find information about places which

are not very popular with tourists?
b) What are the advantages of travelling solo? Mention two.
 (Puntuación máxima: 2 puntos) 

3.- Find the words in the text that mean:       
a) advantage (paragraph 3)
b) desires (paragraph 3)
c) quarrels (paragraph 3)
d) problem (paragraph 4)
 (Puntuación máxima: 1 punto) 

4.- Complete the following sentences. Use the appropriate form of the word in brackets 
when given.  
a) If I _______ (have) the chance to travel alone, I would jump at it. Nobody would

stop me from _______ (have) such a wonderful experience.
b) I couldn’t understand every detail of what she explained to me. _______, I could

get ________the site easily.
c) _______ (you ever have) arguments with your friends when travelling in a group?

If so, what did you argue _______?
d) Complete the following sentence to report what was said.

“Don’t travel around Europe by yourself.”
My mother told me _____________________________________________.

(Puntuación máxima: 2 puntos) 

5.- Write about 150 to 200 words on the following topic.  
Going abroad: by yourself or with friends? What do you prefer and why? 
(Puntuación máxima: 3 puntos)
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MATERIA: INGLÉS                   OPCIÓN A 

INSTRUCCIONES GENERALES Y CALIFICACIÓN 

Después de leer atentamente los textos y las cuestiones siguientes, el alumno deberá 
escoger una de las dos opciones propuestas y responder en INGLÉS a las cuestiones 
de la opción elegida.  
CALIFICACIÓN: Las cuestiones 1ª, 2ª y 4ª se valorarán sobre 2 puntos cada una, 
la pregunta 3ª sobre 1 punto y la pregunta 5ª sobre 3 puntos. TIEMPO: 90 minutos. 


