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1. COMPRENSIÓN LECTORA 

LONDON 2012 OLYMPICS 

The 2012 Olympics are close. Are you ready for such  an experience? Here is some 
information about what’s called the greatest show on earth! 

We have to go back to the year 776 BC to trace the origins of the first Olympic Games.  Held in 
Olympia (Greece), at that time the events included just four sports:  running, wrestling, boxing and 
javelin throwing. They took place every four years. The athletes were always men; women were not 
allowed, not even as part of the audience. In the beginning, there were no medals; the winners got 
just crowns made of olive leaves. 

However, things have changed since then. Although still held every four years, in the 2012 London 
Games 205 countries will compete in 26 different sports. Besides, sportwomen are allowed to take 
part in some disciplines.  London has already hosted the Olympics twice before ,so this will make it 
the first city in history to have held three Olympic games.The Olympic events will take place at 
venues in the Olympic Park, in East London. The new Olympic Stadium will host the Athletics and 
Paralympic Athletics events, as well as the Opening and Closing Ceremonies. 

One of the most famous symbols of the Olympic Games is The Flame, which symbolizes peace, 
unity and friendship. 8000 torchbearers will carry the flame across the UK in a two-month journey. 
On 27 July, the last runner holding the torch will light the cauldron in the Olympic Stadium. This will 
mark the official start of the Games in the Opening Ceremony. 

Ready to witness new world records? If so, book a place in your favourite sofa at home, turn on the 
TV and enjoy the biggest sporting event in the world! 

Una vez leído el texto responda a las siguientes pr eguntas. Utilice oraciones completas 
en sus respuestas. (4 puntos) 

a) List two differences between the original Olympic Games and the London 2012 Games.  
 
 
 
 

b) Could women enter the Stadium in the early Greek Games? Why? / Why not? Explain 
clearly. 
 
 
 
 

c) Explain using your own words why the Olympic Games are described in the text as the 
“biggest event on Earth”.  
 
 
 
 

d) What event will mark the start of the London 2012 Games? 
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2. CONOCIMIENTO DE LA LENGUA 

1) Correct the sentences. Write the new ones in the  table. (1 punto) 

a. I would like have a cup of tea, please!  

b. There are a lot of money on that table.   

 

2) Complete the sentences with a suitable word from  the box. Make any change if 
necessary. (1 punto) 

smoke fly watch exercise 

a) She didn’t use to ____________ when she was 20. She hated the smell of it. 

b) “Open your books on page 4 and complete ____________4, 5 and 6”, said the teacher. 

c) “Waiter, there are two ____________ in my soup!” the customer complained. 

d) I don’t need a ____________. My mobile phone tells me the time. 

3) Complete with ONE suitable word :( 1 punto) 

a) “Excuse me! Can you tell me where the bus ____________ is?”  “Sure!  It’s the building 

opposite the supermarket”.  

b) “What ____________ do you usually get up in the morning?” “At 7.30” 

c) She ____________ goes swimming! She never skips her training! 

d) My father is a ____________. He looks after ill people. 

3. EXPRESIÓN ESCRITA 

Elija una de las dos opciones propuestas y desarrol le una composición escrita de una 
extensión aproximada de 50 palabras. (3 puntos) 

a. Write a short text about your favourite sport. Explain why you like it, its rules, etc. 

b. Write a text about the advantages of practising a team sport. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


