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1. COMPRENSIÓN LECTORA 

MARGARET THATCHER’S DEATH 

Last 8th April, Baroness Margaret Thatcher left us. She was British Prime Minister 
from 1979 to 1990 and she is considered the most influential British political figure 
since Churchill. 

Lady Thatcher was born on 13th October, 1925, in Grantham, Lincolnshire, a county in the east 
of England. She was studying Chemistry at Oxford University when she got into politics. She 
studied law after getting married and became a lawyer the year when her twins, Mark and 
Carol, were born, in 1953. She became a Member of Parliament in 1959 and the leader of the 
Conservative Party in 1975. In 1979, Thatcher led her party to the first of three election 
victories (also in 1983 and 1987). At that time, Labour Party was heavily divided. While she 
was Prime Minister some important reforms took place and people began to know her as the 
“Iron Lady”. In politics, Margaret Thatcher tried to reduce unemployment by selling national 
companies and reducing taxes. This didn’t make of her a very sympathetic character. However, 
in 1982, the British defeated the Argentines in the Falklands War and she won support of the 
population. In 1990, Margaret Thatcher announced her resignation as both Prime Minister and 
party leader. She stayed in politics for a few years more and, then, she wrote her memoirs. 

Lady Thatcher suffered from dementia. In her final days, she had to abandon her home 
because of the stairs at her four-storey house and she was at The Ritz hotel in London, 
recuperating from an operation, when she suffered a final, fatal stroke. 

(Photograph: Margaret Thatcher: “Margaret Thatcher Foundation”.  
http://www.margaretthatcher.org/essential/default.asp) 

1) Una vez leído el texto responda a las preguntas.  Utilice oraciones completas en sus 
respuestas. (4 puntos). 

a) How long was Margaret Thatcher the leader of the Conservatives?   

b) What was Lady Thatcher’s nickname?   

c) Where was she staying when she died?  

 
d)  Tick the CORRECT information. There is only one RIGHT possibility.  

1. While Margaret Thatcher was in office, there was a tax cut.  

2. She won the elections on two occasions.  

3. She got married before starting her career as a politician.  

4. The British lost the war against the Argentines.  

2. CONOCIMIENTO DE LA LENGUA 

2.1. Una las oraciones usando  who o which. (1 punto) 

a) That was the British Prime Minister. She was a very close friend of Ronald Reagan. 
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b) The Falklands War was a famous war. It is known as “La Guerra de las Malvinas” in 
Spanish. 

 

2.2. Use el tiempo verbal adecuado para completar l as siguientes oraciones.  (1 punto) 

a. Look at the sky! It’s really dark and cloudy. It __________________________(rain). 

b. I _________________________________ (not/see) my husband for two days because 

he’s on a business trip. 

c. If you ____________________________(study) hard, Tom, you  will pass your exams. 

d. They ____________________________(buy) a new house last year. 

2.3. Complete las oraciones usando una palabra del recuadro (no se pueden utilizar más 
de una vez cada una).  (1 punto) 

Can’t Mustn’t Need Used 

a. You don’t _____________________ to go to the party if you don’t want to. 

b. He ____________________________to arrive late when he was single. 

c. You _______________park here. It’s forbidden! 

d. I ___________________play any instrument but I’m a pretty good singer. 

3. EXPRESIÓN ESCRITA 

Elija una de las dos opciones propuestas y desarrol le una composición escrita de una 
extensión aproximada de 50 palabras. (3 puntos) 

a. Write a short text about a person you admire. Explain why. 

b. A week before her death, you meet Mrs Thatcher while having Afternoon Tea at The Ritz in London. Write an email 
to a friend describing your encounter (remember to describe her).  
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