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OPCIÓN B 

Blood in our cell phones 

The Congo War is considered the deadliest and one of the most prolonged conflicts since the Second World 
War, and the massive looting of its mineral resources that has accompanied the warfare has converted the 
DRC* into the second poorest country in the world. This is appalling, given that DR Congo is probably the 
richest country in the world in terms of mineral resources.  

Any analysis of the geopolitics in DR Congo, and the reasons why the Congolese people have suffered a 
virtually unending war since 1996, requires an understanding of the organized crime perpetrated through 
multinational businesses. Congo’s simultaneous wealth and poverty, according to Jeffrey Gettleman writing in 
National Geographic, “doesn’t make any sense, until you understand that militia-controlled mines in Eastern 
Congo have been feeding raw materials into the world’s biggest electronics and jewellery companies…” The 
Congo possesses an astounding $24 trillion in mineral reserves, including gold, diamonds, copper, cobalt, 
coltan, silver, etc. Coltan is a mineral crucial for the manufacture of cell phones, computers, smart phones, and 
the latest military weaponry, such as drones. 

In the east, armed militias compete for control of mines and the routes for mineral transportation. Eastern Congo 
is the largest source of the world’s coltan, containing 80% of it. In addition to the millions of Congolese killed, the 
Western looting of the country’s resources has resulted in 400,000 women being raped, 2.6 million people being 
displaced, and 7,000 children being forced to become soldiers. 
*DRC: Democratic Republic of Congo 

1. Add True or False, quoting the relevant information from the text to justify your answer. (2 points) 

a) War in Congo has been going on for more than a decade. 
b) Eastern Congo contains a good share of the country’s mineral riches. 

2. Answer the following questions according to the information given in the text. Use your own words. 
(2 points) 
a) Why, being so wealthy in minerals, does DR Congo turn out to be the second poorest country in the 

world? 
b) Why are the minerals in this country and coltan so greedily sought? 

3. Find words or phrases in the text which mean the same as the following: (1 point)  
a) terrible, horrifying: 
b) most destructive: 

c) perpetual:  
d) plunder, stealing:  

4. Complete the second sentence in each pair. The meaning should be the same as that of the first 
sentence. (2 points) 
a) ‘Have you decided to buy a Fairphone?, she asked me. 

She wanted to know…  
b) It is a shame that ten-year olds are forced to work in the mines. 

I wish … 
c) When I was a kid, I watched this TV series regularly. 

…used to …  
d) It’s prohibited to cross this fence. 

You … 

5. Write a composition on the following: (80-120 words): Imagine your life without your cell phone. How 
different would it be? (3 points) 


