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“Je suis Charlie” 
 

Religion is a form of organized belief or ideology that guides a group of people. It is as old as history 
itself. Religion is supposed to be practised without any form of interference because we are free moral 
agents, thus free to make our individual choices. There are many religions recognized all over the world. 
Freedom of religion is one of our fundamental human rights.  
 
However, a group of extremists are interfering with this fundamental right. They are the Jihadists or anti-
Semites who apparently use the name of Islam to commit evil. These radicalized extremists are trying to 
succeed in identifying the Islamic religion with radicalism. These extremists fight against western 
education, against Jews, Christians and moderate Islamists. 
 
There is no doubt that Islam preaches peace but, ironically, the identification of these radical extremists 
with Muslims makes it seem like terrorism has been incorporated into Islam. On the contrary, a majority 
of the Muslim clerics all over the world, showing that they do not support these attacks, condemn the 
perpetrators of the terrorist attacks whenever these extremists hit new targets. 
 
In Paris, the latest attack on Charlie Hebdo Magazine journalists and cartoonists shook the entire world. 
The magazine was the target of two terrorist attacks, in 2011 and in 2015, presumed to be in response to a 
number of controversial cartoons it published about Muhammad. The second of these attacks left 12 
people dead and 11 others injured. This is an act of suppression of the freedom of speech and expression 
as well as an attack on the liberty of individual citizens and the press. This should not be possible in a 
democratic society or anywhere else.  
 
French hashtag Je suis Charlie -meaning "I am Charlie"- is being used by tweeters who wish to show 
refusal to be silenced by the massacre.                                                                      (304 words) 
                                                                                      
Adapted from: voicesofyouth.org & time.com& mirror.co.uk                                                      

 
1.- Say whether the following sentences are TRUE or FALSE according to the text. Copy the 
evidence from the text. No marks will be given without the evidence. (1.5 points) 

a)  – Most Muslim clerics reject these terrorist attacks. 

b) – These radical terrorists attacked Charlie Hebdo Magazine because they had published polemic 
cartoons of the Islamic God, Allah. 

c) – According to the text, everybody has the right to choose and practise the religion they like. 

 

La prueba de Lengua Extranjera: INGLÉS consta de dos opciones (A y B). El alumno/a tiene que optar 
por una de ellas y responder a todas las preguntas de la misma. 



 
 
2.- Choose ONLY THREE of the following words and write a synonym (=), an opposite (≠), a 
definition or a sentence (only one of these four) to show that you understand their meaning in the 
text. Use your own words. (1.5 points) 

a) – interference (line 2)             d) – ironically (line 9) 
 b) – to succeed (line 7)             e) – journalist (line 13) 
 c) – to preach (line 9)             f) – democratic (line 18) 
 
3.- Read this conversation between two people. Complete their conversation. Write the numbers (1-
8) and complete each sentence on your exam paper. (2 points) 

Talking about a Christmas trip 

Susan:  (1) __________________________ ?  
John:  I went to Marrakesh with my family.  
Susan:  Morocco! Really? But (2) __________________________ 
John:  On the contrary, it’s a very quiet and safe country. People are very kind there. 
Susan:  (3) __________________________ 
John:  I don’t agree. All Muslims are neither radicals nor terrorists. 
Susan:  (4) __________________________? 
John:  By plane. Direct flight from Gran Canaria to Marrakesh. 
Susan:  (5) __________________________? 
John: Only 90 minutes. Less than a flight to Madrid. 
Susan:  (6) __________________________? 
John:  Yes, we also visited Essaouira, a village on the coast. It’s wonderful. There are a lot of carpenters 

and artisans. 
Susan: (7) __________________________? 
John:  It was mild during the day and cold in the evenings and at night. 
Susan: It sounds interesting. (8) __________________________ 
John:  If you want, I’ll go with you. I liked it very much.  
 
4.- Choose only 4 of the following situations. Write what you would say in or about each one to show 
that you understand the context of the situation. Between 6 and 20 words. (2 points) 

1.-You find a five-year old child alone and crying in the street.  
2.-The shop assistant has accused you of hiding something under your jacket. 
3.-Your brother is very nervous because his driving test is tomorrow. Give him some advice. 
4.-A friend of yours is coughing all the time but he goes on smoking. Suggest doing something. 
5.-A blind person is trying to cross the street but he is confused about the place. Advise/help him. 
6.-One of your friends says reading is boring. Try to persuade him to read a book. 
 
5.-Write a composition of about 100 words on ONE of the following topics. (3 points) 

a) Might violence be the solution to problems or disagreements? 

b) Should there be a law so that people are not allowed to express their opinions about politics or religion? 


