
 

CONVOCATORIA DE XUÑO 
 

Opción A 

1. Michelle Obama‟s family was not rich, but it was closely united. It was also very interested 

in education, so Michelle became an excellent student, graduating from Princeton University 

and Harvard before she met Obama during her first job as a lawyer at the firm Sidley Austin. 

2. a) look after   b) accelerated   c) took part (in)  d) demanding 

3. a) M.O. was brought up in Chicago in an apartment which had only one bedroom. 

b) The family not only read together, but they also played games/ The family not only read, but 

they also played games together. 

c) Although their parents were not well off, both children were brought up with an emphasis on 

education. 

d) After taking various accelerated courses, she went on to attend …. 

4. a) That they lived in a very small apartment, and that Michelle and her brother had to sleep in 

the living room, separated only by a curtain. 

b) What was special was that her parents were very interested in their children‟s education, so 

she went to a special school for gifted children and then to some of the best universities in the 

USA. 

 

Opción B 

1. Real Gap is a company that arranges journeys for young people who want to travel in 

between school and university. These journeys are made-to-measure; they are as cheap, long 

and adventurous as young people want and cover more than 30 countries and all sorts of 

possible activities and occupations. 

2. a) duration;   b) abroad;   c) cash;   d) suit 

3. a) You can go on your own mini-adventure because/since/as our trips start from a one-week 

duration. 

b) Before moving / you move on to South East Asia, you could work in Australia. 

c) It's easy to plan your adventure. 

d) She told them that if they were sensible they would be safe / they would be safe if they were 

sensible 

4. Real Gap is a company that organises trips in over 30 countries during the gap year between 

school and university for all sorts of people, whether they are interested in sports, culture, art or 

parties. 

b) They offer the possibility to work, volunteer, learn and travel while you are abroad in many 

different countries. They offer all sorts of trips around countries with a guide, working and 

travelling, trips including sports, culture, art or parties. 

Listening:  1. b;  2. b;  3. b  4. c;  5. a;  6. c;  7. a;  8. b;  9. a;  10. c. 

 

CONVOCATORIA DE SETEMBRO 
 

OPCIÓN A 

1. The text talks about unhealthy eating habits which make us put on weight. Although there 

exist genetic factors that influence how our bodies deal with food, we should avoid skipping 

breakfast, binge eating, or eating while doing other activities which prevent us from controlling 

how much we eat. 



 

TEXTO DA AUDICIÓN DE INGLÉS – XUÑO 2014 

Do you know the English word “dull”? “Dull” is the opposite of “bright”. Often it means 

“uninteresting”. We can talk about dull weather, which means cloudy weather, probably some 

rain and certainly no sunshine. We can talk about a dull book or a dull lesson. And we can say 

that someone is dull – a dull person is probably not very intelligent, and has nothing interesting 

or lively or amusing to say. We have a saying in English that “All work and no play makes Jack 

a dull boy”. Do you know someone who works all the time and never relaxes and never goes out 

to enjoy themselves?  

And I am sure that you all know the word “boring”. It means unexciting and uninteresting. It is a 

favourite word of English teenagers. If their parents suggest something to them, like “Shall we 

all go to the cinema tonight?”, the teenager will probably reply “boring”, because when you are 

15 years old, any activity involving your parents is boring. 

There is a village in Scotland called Dull. It is very small, with only a single row of houses. 

There is a church, but it has not been used for several years. There is a school too, but it is 

closed. In the past, Dull was quite interesting. It was an early Christian settlement, and there was 

an abbey where the church now stands. But nothing interesting seems to have happened in Dull 

for several hundred years, and today Dull seems to be a very dull place indeed. 

Elizabeth Leighton lives in Dull. However, she is obviously not a dull person, because recently 

she went for a cycling holiday in America. And while she was there she discovered a town called 

Boring. Boring is in Oregon, in the north-west of the United States. The north west of the United 

States is a bit like Scotland – lots of rain, and snow in the winter. Boring has about 12,000 

inhabitants, which means that it is quite a bit bigger than Dull. But is it any more interesting? It 

has a timber mill, and a place where they train guide dogs for blind people. But the railway line 

closed years ago, and I guess that many of the inhabitants of Boring commute to work every day 

to the city of Portland, which is not far away.  

Elizabeth Leighton had the great idea that Dull and Boring should become „twin communities‟. 

There could be a sign outside Dull saying “Dull, twinned with Boring” and a sign outside Boring 

saying “Boring, twinned with Dull”. And people passing by would smile and think that, even if 

Boring is boring, and Dull is dull, people in the two communities at least have a sense of 

humour. The local authorities in Dull and Boring are now considering Elizabeth‟s idea. 

Now I don‟t want to spoil a good story for you, but I have to point out that Dull is not called Dull 

because it is a dull place. The name Dull comes from the Scottish Gaelic language, and probably 

means “meadow”. And Boring is named after an old soldier from the American Civil War who 

was called William H Boring. After the war, he settled in Oregon, and lived there until he died in 

1932. Because William Boring lived nearby, and was one of the leading citizens of the place, it 

was natural for the railway company, and later the US Post Office, to call the settlement 

“Boring” in his honour. 
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