
 

Opción A 

 

1. The text is about Steve Thiele, who established a Guinness World Record in blindfolded waterskiing.  

This record was particularly notable because Thiele was actually blind, and because he achieved the 

record in very difficult conditions on the open sea. 

2.  a) challenging  b) raise  c) weird d) margin 

3.  a) Blindfolded waterskiing, which only the bravest and most experienced waterskiers dare to do, 

is a difficult  sport. 

b) The skier isn’t able to see the route or water over which they are skiing. 

c) A new world record has been set by Steve Thiele in an effort to raise money for Cancer 

Research UK. 

d) Thiele said that it was great to get a world record and that he was very happy to have 

completed the challenge. 

4.  a) Because a blind person can’t see, so s/he doesn’t need a blindfold. 

b) That the person who set it was blind, and that the conditions in which it was set were very 

difficult, as it was open sea with very strong currents. 

5. A really successful athlete,like a really successful musician, has to work very hard for long hours a day 

and is also exposed to the stress of competition, so from this point of view maybe they do deserve to earn 

a lot of money. Also, in many cases, like that of RafaNadal and the players in the Spanish football team 

or Cristiano Ronaldo, it must be admitted that they provide a lot of entertainment and escapism for a lot 

of people.  But in spite of this, I really think that the enormous amounts of money which some of them 

get are almost indecent, especially today, when many normal people are losing their jobs or having their 

salaries reduced.  

 

Opción B 

 

1. The passage is about a woman who, very stressed by her life as a model, is relaxing in the country, by a 

lake. Suddenly a storm begins, and she has to hurry home to a cottage. When she arrives there, she finds 

an unknown and unpleasant-looking man standing in her kitchen. 

2.  a) soothe/ quiet  b) ripples c) thunder d) odd 

3.  a) Her mind was soothed by its soft, dark water. 

b) Not only did she feel at peace, but she also felt/ but also unhindered and free. 

c) After she had gathered/ gathering her things together, she made for the cottage. 

d) A man, who was skinny, cadaverous and unwelcome, stood in the kitchen. 

4. a) Because she feels very stressed by her job as a model. 

b) S/he is referring to the thin clouds which came before the thicker clouds of the storm. 

5. “Hello!” the stranger replied, looking at her nervously. “I need your help. I’ve just escaped from 

Pentonville prison, and the police are looking for me. I have to find a place to hide! I saw that your door 

was open, and, as this is a very lonely place, I came in. Please, please help me, or they will catch me and 

torture me, and take me back to prison!” “Oh, no!” she thought, “I really can’t face a thing like this”. But 

the man before her was wearing only a t-shirt and thin jeans, and it was beginning to pour with rain 

outside. Also, there was an expression in his eyes that made her feel sorry for him.  “O.K.” she said, “but 

you can’t stay here for long. As soon as the rain stops, you must go. I don’t want problems with the 

police”. 

 

6. c; b; b; a; b; a; a; b; c;  c 


