
 

CONVOCATORIA DE XUÑO 

 

Transcrición Listening: 

 
My introduction to Spain … The first time I came to Spain as a non-tourist … eh… I‟d been to Spain before, with 

my parents. We used to come here on holiday, you know, to Mallorca and the Canaries, but this… the first time I 

ever came to Spain as a worker, as a migrant worker, I remember flying from London to Bilbao, arriving at Bilbao 

airport, and getting a taxi down into the town, and I‟ve never been in a taxi that drove so fast through these winding 

streets! It was sort of … you know, I thought God! We‟re going to crash! But we didn‟t and he deposited me at the 

railway station. I had no Spanish at all. I didn‟t study Spanish at school; I studied French, so I thought, Oh God… 

and nobody in the station spoke English… So well, somebody managed to direct me to the ticket office, and in the 

ticket office … ah yes, there was a girl who spoke a bit of English, and I eh… you know, I requested a ticket to 

Logroño, eh … that was the place where I was going to work. So I had about a three-hour wait for the train on 

Bilbao station. This was in the January of 1986, I think. I thought, well I‟ll just go and get a coffee, and I went into 

the … there was a coffee bar on the station that I went in and eh… I said eh.. “café” and the barman thought I was 

French because he went “olé” I thought wow! That‟s just like French, and I‟m doing O.K. there, so I had a little 

conversation with him in French and eh… this and that, and then the train appears, you know, at the required time. 

Eh… It looked quite an old train and so I got into the carriage. It had sort of like wooden seating and everything. It 

was really like some sort of train you find in Mexico, or something. And it trundles out of the station at about 5 kms 

an hour and I think from Bilbao to Logroño it must be like 100 miles, perhaps, 150 kms, something like that, but the 

train never got above 30 kms an hour! And I thought … And it was like weaving along these mountain areas and I 

thought God what did it look like… I thought I was in Mexico or somewhere, I‟d got the wrong plane, you know. 

And ehm… and then this young girl came into the carriage, and eh … sat opposite me and started talking to me and 

realised I was English, and started speaking to me in English and ehmm… oh it was quite nice, and then it must 

have got round the carriage or the train that there was an Englishman on board, and I kept getting little visits! You 

know, people would come into the compartment or whatever it‟s called, to sort of look at the English guy. And a 

very old lady came in and sat down next to me and she actually spoke a bit of English „cos she‟d worked as a young 

woman in London in a house, you know. And eh… so I got to know … by the end of the journey, which must have 

been like four hours, I eh… I finally arrived in Logroño, ehmm… expecting a small, you know, Spanish town 

with… you know, traditional architecture, but it was quite a little metropolis. I was quite pleased to see sort of 

modern buildings, and sort of a bit of modernity, you know, after this train journey, which was like a nineteenth-

century sort of experience. And… and yeah, I got off the train and I was met by the English Department of this little 

language school – the English Department consisted of like, a bloke and his wife, and then I was escorted -  this 

must have been about ten o‟clock or eleven o‟clock at night – I was escorted to this accommodation they‟d got me, 

which was an old flat which was .. there were six other people in the flat, and I was sort of given this room and stuff. 

I remember, there was this sort of bed, and there was just like a rolled-up blanket on it and a pillow without a 

pillowcase and it was like a cell, you know. And then the next day, I started work at this very pleasant little language 

school, where I stayed for about a year, and thence began my adventures in Spain. 

 

Posibles respostas: 

 
Opción A 

1. This text talks about Chinese people and dogs. Some Chinese keep dogs as pets and spend lots of money on 

them, but others are afraid, especially of big breeds. No clear legislation exists about animal protection, so 

sometimes dogs are eaten and in some cities big dogs are banned. 

2. a) banned  b) purchased c) increasing d) strolls 

3. a) Due to growing wealth and exposure to foreign ideas, attitudes towards pets have become more 

progressive over the past decade. 

b) Paul Littlefair said that pet ownership had risen dramatically and that it had just gone though the roof. 

c) An increasing number of Chinese people, many of whom live alone, keep dogs as company. 

d) A ridiculous amount of money is spent on people‟s dogs/ is spent on dogs by people/ is spent by people on 

their dogs. 

4. a) Animal protection in China is described as a “grey area” because pets like dogs are not really treated very 

well. Big dogs are forbidden in some cities, sometimes dogs are eaten, and often puppies that you buy die very 

soon. 

b) The Chinese seem to prefer small dogs, because people seem to be afraid of big ones and they are banned in 

many cities. 



 

5. I do have a pet. His name is Oscar, and he‟s a fluffy male cat with some Siamese blood in him. He‟s really 

sweet, and behaves more like a dog. He‟s quite old now, so he mainly sleeps on the sofa all day and reacts only 

to food calls. Oscar has been in our family for about thirteen years; he‟s kept us company and played a lot when 

he was younger. He never once attacked us. There‟s only one thing he hates, and that‟s moving house or 

traveling. He is so shy that whenever the doorbell rings and someone he doesn‟t know arrives, he disappears 

completely. You can only tell where he is when you notice a large lump under the sofa or the bedspread. We 

love him lots, but my mother says that once he is gone for ever, she doesn‟t want to have another cat, or any 

other sort of pet. She says they give too much trouble with the cleaning, as there is always hair everywhere.  

 

Opción B 

1. The text talks of a report that says that British parents, especially those who have more money, cope with 

family life by drinking excessively. Although most think that this has no negative effects on family life, the 

report reveals/shows that in fact there are many ways in which it does. 

2 a) hampered b)significant  c)engage with d) likelihood 

3 a) “Our drinking behaviour has no impact on our family life,” they said. 

b) It seems that the arrival of children has led more parents to drink more. 

c) Children‟s development is seriously affected by the unpredictability of the behaviour of an intoxicated 

parent. 

d) If people drink too much, their judgement can be seriously distorted/this can seriously distort their 

judgement. 

4.a) Drinking can affect family life because it can distort parents‟ judgement, causing unpredictability in the 

way they treat their children, and also it can make it easier for accidents to happen. 

b) Parents drink more when their children are born and, in general, as a way of coping with family life. Also, 

they drink more if they have more money. 

5. I think there are a lot of things that make it difficult to live with other members of the family. To begin with, I 

have two brothers and one sister, and I find it very difficult to live with them. My sister is always borrowing my 

clothes, and she never washes them after she has used them, but just throws them on the floor of her room. That 

means that when I want to wear them I can‟t find them, or if I do, they are always smelly and dirty. My brothers 

are noisy and they are always pushing me around. They are lazy, and they never do things to help my mum, like 

laying the table, or washing up, and this means that my sister and I always have to do it, or my mother gets 

angry. In short, brothers and sisters make life very difficult. 

 

Listening: 1)c; 2)c; 3)c; 4)a; 5)a; 6)c; 7)a; 8)b; 9)b; 10)c 

 

 


