
 

CONVOCATORIA DE SETEMBRO 

 

Transcrición Listening: 

 
Andrew: Anyway, so, you know, when you go back to the UK, you‟ve been here so long, haven‟t you, how do you 

feel, though, when you go to the UK, what kind of … how do you see the UK now, what difference, and how do you 

feel being there now 

Paul: Well, I tend to go back to the same place, i.e. my mother‟s house. I tend to go back to England a bit more 

frequently than years ago because of the cheap travel. I only used to go back to England once or twice a year, you 

know, when you have to pay 500 quid for a ticket … 

A: Right! And now? 

P: Now whenever I‟ve got a sort of bit of free time, you know, a few days off, a long weekend or at Xmas and 

summer, and … perhaps a week in May if I‟ve got time off, I go, so, where I go back to is a small town. The 

differences I see … they‟re not big differences any more I don‟t think, between Spain and the part of the world I 

come from. 

A: And when you go back, do you feel like integrated, you know, I mean, because when I go back I kind of feel like 

strange, like ah, I‟ve just come back for two weeks and I start to enjoy it, but I don‟t really know what‟s happened 

before I got there, and I don‟t know what happens when I go back … I don‟t really feel totally, I mean I don‟t really 

feel integrated with my family and friends in a way, but in another way I feel like I‟m eh… you know, just dipping 

my toe in the water and then out again. 

P: well I feel a bit of an outsider, you know, I still feel British, but  then again I feel as though I‟m a Briton who 

doesn‟t live in Britain any more. 

A: A strange Briton 

P: I‟m a stranger, yeah. A stranger to the place. And eh … I get the feeling that people view me as a stranger now. 

And  I view them as strangers, so in that aspect it‟s changed. 

A: because the experience has changed, hasn‟t it? The experience of being there has changed. 

P: Yeah. I think Britain now is so much more cosmopolitan than it was 25 years ago, that everybody‟s foreign, 

including me, so you know. I remember, at Christmas I had to get a taxi from the airport to… to home, you know, 

with my daughter and her friend, and the taxi-driver was Kurdish, he told me, you know. And then coming back, I 

had to get a taxi back to the airport, and the guy was of Pakistani origin, so I felt you know, quite at home with these 

exotic beasts. You know, I just feel as though everybody‟s foreign now, there‟s nobody actually tied to the earth 

where they‟re from. You know, you find your next-door neighbour might originally have lived in… I don‟t know, 

Guatemala or somewhere, or worked in Germany, or you know, most people I know have worked, you know, in 

foreign countries or had the abroad experience, so, you know, we‟re all a bunch of strangers now, whereas when I 

left England I formed part of a community, I had friends, you know, I could go anywhere and find people I know, 

but now… 

A: Everybody‟s disappeared … 

P: Everybody‟s relocated. So no, the experience of going back to England to me… it‟s …I don‟t know… I like 

going back to England, because, you know, because you‟re back into the familiar places and stuff, but apart from 

that, you know, I suppose I‟m just as much at home here as I am there, so … I live in… I consider myself … I live 

in two countries, I‟m lucky to have two places to live in, you know. 

A: Yeah, yeah. And in your mind as well, are you like in two countries in your mind, as well, kind of thing, do you 

think in English all the time, or in Spanish all the time, or do you think in both. 

P:  Well, I‟m in Spain if I‟m speaking Spanish or if I think in Spanish, in English I‟ll think and speak in English. 

A: Aha. O.K. But when you‟re just on your own, like, walking along the street, are you thinking in English or in 

Spanish? 

P: Ah… I suppose I‟m thinking in English, my native language. 

A: Aha. That‟s just curious, yeah. I think I tend to think a lot in Spanish, just because I‟m so used to … I mean I 

speak to you in English quite a lot and a few other friends, but as I‟m speaking to so many people in Spanish, I end 

up thinking in Spanish, too. Yeah, what about … do you count in English? You know, when you‟re counting …? Do 

you count in English or in Spanish? 

P: Yeah, yeah, I tend to count in English, which, if, you know, I‟m before somebody who doesn‟t speak English 

they‟re quite bemused that I‟m still counting in English. 

A: yeah, yeah … aha. It‟s strange that, yeah. O.K.? 

 

 



 

Posibles respostas: 

 
OPCIÓN A 

1. A health expert from Australia suggests the creation of an obligatory licence to buy tobacco which would 

be issued by the government. Since it would  have to be renewed periodically, cost money and, perhaps, 

limit the number of cigarettes a person could buy, it might stop people smoking.   

2. a) extreme  b) high-income  c) inconvenience d) entice 

3. a) The text asks if/whether a government-issued licence could/ would/ might be the best solution to reduce 

smoking. 

b) If an establishment sells cigarettes to anyone without a licence it will be severely punished 

c) Shops would not be able to sell tobacco products to anyone without a licence 

d) “Perhaps we can/ could build in a financial reward to entice smokers to quit,” he suggests. 

4. a) Because these drugs can‟t be sold without a prescription and it would be illegal to sell cigarettes without 

the licence. 

b) Because the licence would have to be renewed periodically, which is inconvenient, and, of course, would 

cost money. Also, it might limit the number of cigarettes a person could buy a day. 

5. A lot of people think that the state doesn‟t have the right to control whether people smoke, drink or take 

drugs because these are individual decisions, and everyone is free to do what they like with their own lives. 

Many people who smoke, for example, are furious because of the anti-smoking laws which have been 

passed. What they don‟t realize is that when they smoke, the people around them breathe the smoke from 

their cigarettes, so they are affected, too. It‟s the same with drink or drugs: if you drink and then drive, you 

can cause an accident which can affect other people besides yourself. Really, to take an extreme example, 

it‟s the same as the Americans with their firearms. They consider that the government has no right to 

interfere in their personal liberties, but experience shows that an individual‟ possession of firearms can give 

rise to terrible calamities for other people. 

 

OPCIÓN B 

1. Because of the noise and disturbances often created by small children, some airline companies are thinking 

of separating the seats occupied by families with young offspring from those of the other passengers. A lot 

of childless people agree with this, but some parents find it discriminatory. 

2. a) shatter b) offspring c) carrier d) malodorous 

3. a) Passengers will be given a “quiet zone” without/ any extra cost/ having to pay extra/ without paying 

extra/ extra money 

b) If airlines suggest that they should be segregated from other passengers, parents will be /get angry. 

c) Is it necessary for adults to learn to live with child passengers?/ that adults should learn to live ….?  

d) Children will be banned from the top deck of A380 aircraft by Malaysian Airlines/ Children will be 

banned by Malaysian Airlines from the top deck …. 

4. a) Because they make a lot of noise and disturb other passengers. They howl/ screech when other 

passengers may be suffering from stress. 

b) Other things that can make passengers‟ journeys unpleasant are security checks, having very little room 

in the plane, flying at great height and the snoring and smelly feet of other passengers. 

5. Yes, I think I‟d like to have a large family of maybe four or five children and live in a house with a big 

garden where they all could play. I‟d like this house to be in or near a village, so that my children could 

have friends to go out with. I think I want to have so many children because I myself am an only child. I‟ve 

got cousins, but they are much older than me and they live in Barcelona, which means that I don‟t see them 

very often, so I‟m quite a solitary person, and quite shy, too. But I like children, and I normally get on with 

them very well. I wouldn‟t like to have a family now, though, because I want to do a university degree in 

education. I think the ideal age to have a family is when you are around thirty. 

 

 

Listening: 1) b; 2) a; 3) c; 4) a; 5) c; 6) c; 7) b; 8) a; 9) b; 10) a 

 


