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PROPUESTA 1 

 

OPCIÓN A 

THE SINKING OF THE TITANIC 

In 1912 a British shipping company sent off a new ship called the ‘Titanic’. It was the largest and 
most luxurious ocean liner of that time. It weighed 46,000 tons and could carry about 2,200 
passengers. Experts said that nothing could sink it. On April 14 1912, the ship sailed on its first 
voyage across the Atlantic from Southampton in England to New York in the United States, with 
2,228 passengers, men, women and children. On April 15, just before midnight, the ship struck an 
iceberg. One side of the ship was holed by the iceberg, and the unsinkable ‘Titanic’ began to sink. 

There was great alarm on board. Warning bells rang out. Everyone rushed to the lifeboats, but 
there was not enough room for them all. There was room for only 1,178 passengers. The 
lifeboats took mostly the women and children. It was a terrible scene. The Titanic sent out signals 
for help, but no help came. Another ship, the ‘Californian’, was only twenty miles away, but her 
radio operator was asleep and did not hear the distress signals. 

In the early hours of the morning the Titanic sank, while her band was playing bravely on deck. 
Twenty minutes later another liner, the ‘Carpathia’, arrived on the scene and helped to rescue 
survivors from the icy water. But of the 2,228 passengers, only about 700 survived. 

It was a terrible disaster. But something good came out of the sinking of the ‘Titanic’. In 1913 
there was a committee of inquiry into the disaster. This committee established new rules for 
shipping companies. Since then, every ship has had to provide lifeboat places for each 
passenger. Another important result of the sinking of the ‘Titanic’ was the formation of an 
international ice patrol. This patrol warns ships about ice and icebergs in the North Atlantic. 

Adapted from Exercises in Reading Comprehension (Longman) 

 

Answer the following questions using the information given in the text. 

1. Where was the ‘Titanic’ from? 

2. What port had the ‘Titanic’ sailed from? 

3. Which passengers were given the first places in the lifeboats? 

4. Why were so many lives lost in the ‘Titanic’ disaster? 

5. How far away was the ‘Californian’ when the disaster happened? 

6. Why did the ‘Californian’ not go to the rescue? 

7. Where was the band playing while the ‘Titanic’ was sinking? 

8. How many people died in the sinking of the ‘Titanic’? 

9. Did anything good come from the sinking of the ‘Titanic’? 

10. What does an ice patrol do? 



OPCIÓN B 

CULTURE SHOCK 

Have you ever lived abroad? If you have, you might have experienced culture shock: the feeling 
of anxiety suffered by a person who moves to a completely new environment, for example, a 
foreign country. At first, it’s a little bit like when you get married: everything is great, you’re having 
a wonderful time, and you’re excited about your new adventure.  

However, you soon realize that there are a lot of differences in the new country and you don’t 
know how to react. You can’t read a menu or ask for directions in the street. You don’t know the 
local language very well, so it is difficult to understand and to make yourself understood. As a 
result, you feel frustrated and incompetent. You get depressed and homesick and you want to 
leave. You feel disappointed.  

Despite every problem, you make an effort and stay. You think that things will improve. Though 
you miss your mother’s cooking, the local food does not taste so bad any more. Little by little you 
manage to communicate more effectively and the weather doesn’t get on your nerves. After some 
time, you learn to deal with the problems caused by the different culture you live in.  

Finally, you realize that living abroad, in a new culture and with new people, has not only 
disadvantages. It also has advantages. Indeed, your experience abroad has helped you to grow 
as a person. It has opened your mind to new experiences and has given you the opportunity to 
make long-life friends. So, you finally think the culture shock has not been a negative experience 
at all.  When you get back home, you find your newly acquired customs clash with the ones you 
grew up with and you ask yourself why many Spanish people speak so loudly or why they don’t 
stop at zebra crossings, for example. 

Adapted from Tune In (Richmond). 

 

Answer the following questions using the information given in the text. 

1. When do people suffer culture shock? 

2. What are the characteristics shared by a honeymoon and starting to live abroad? 

3. Why do people feel homesick when they start living abroad? 

4. Do people find problems with the local language? Why? Why not? 

5. Why do people make an effort and stay instead of going back home? 

6. What does the author say about food? Is it a problem? 

7. When do people start to realize that living abroad is not so bad as it seemed? 

8. Why does the experience of living abroad help you to grow as a person? 

9. Do all Spaniards usually speak loudly? 

10.   After getting back home, why do you start asking yourself why Spanish people don’t 
stop at zebra crossings? 



PROPUESTA 2 

 

OPCIÓN A 

GERRY AND THE PACEMAKERS 

The Pacemakers had much in common with The Beatles: they discovered music through a skiffle 
band, they were from Liverpool, they had Brian Epstein as their manager and they appeared in 
films. And, of course, like most Liverpool groups, including The Beatles, they used to play in 
Hamburg clubs where German teenagers used to dance. They did, however, obtain something 
which escaped The Fab Four: their first singles reached number 1 in the British charts. As an 
anecdote, the song How Do You Do It? was reserved for The Beatles, but these headstrong guys 
preferred to do their own material. 

Gerry Marsden was a guitarist who alternated between his musical adventures and his work on 
the railway. The first album they released called How Do You Like It? gathers together the eleven 
singles recorded for Columbia and demonstrates that the group was capable of making exciting 
music as well as sentimental songs. A case in point is that the success of You’ll Never Walk 
Alone went beyond its age, and is still sung in British football stadiums. 

After the first wave of the Liverpool pop invasion, in 1967, the group split up. Since then, Gerry, 
thanks to his image of “nice guy”, has remained very busy, appearing in several musicals, singing 
on charity concerts and presenting TV children programmes on British TV.  

The group had a unique and happy sound and their music showed the way for many British 
groups who followed their steps. To tell the truth, they were not very lucky to live in the same 
period as The Beatles.  

Adapted from the album The Best of Gerry and The Pacemakers 

 

Answer the following questions using the information given in the text. 

1. Were The Pacemakers a skiffle band? 
2. Did the Pacemakers attend music lessons in Hamburg? 
3. Were the first three singles by The Pacemakers successful? 
4. Did The Beatles record the song How Do You Do It? Why? 
5. What type of music did the Pacemakers make? 
6. Why is You’ll Never Walk Alone still famous? 
7. Did Gerry become unemployed when the group split up? 
8. How many singles does the first album include? 
9. Were The Pacemakers influential in British music? 
10. The text says that The Pacemakers were not very lucky to live in the same period as The 

Beatles”. Why?  

 

 



OPCIÓN B 

DOCTORS WITHOUT BORDERS (MSF) 

 

 In 1970 a group of French doctors wanted to tell the world about the atrocities they saw in 
Nigeria. As they were silenced, they joined a group of French journalists and founded MSF in 
1971. They wanted to form an organization to give medical aid to populations in danger, an 
organization to help people irrespective of race, religion, gender or politics. 

 Presently, MSF is a worldwide movement with offices in 19 countries. It works in more 
than 80 countries. Volunteers are an essential part of MSF. There are more than 3,500 volunteers 
in it. They have to work in difficult and dangerous conditions. They give a rapid medical aid in 
crisis situations, where people have to live in hunger, poverty and sickness. This is one of the 
reasons why MSF was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1999. 

 But MSF needs help to do this. You don’t have to be a doctor to help MSF. You can 
make a donation. Donations to MSF help them save lives. These gifts help pregnant women give 
birth in safety, treat young children with malaria and provide surgery for people wounded by 
bombs. For those people who live without food, medicine or water, even a small donation helps! 

Adapted from www.msf.org. 

 

Answer the following questions using the information given in the text. 

1. How old is the MSF organization? 

2. Who started MSF? 

3. What is the main objective of MSF? 

4. Does MSF help everybody in need? 

5. How many countries does MSF work in? 

6. What do volunteers do? 

7. Why did they win the Nobel Peace Prize? 

8. Can you help MSF if you are not a doctor? 

9. Who do donations help? 

10. Does a donation have to be big? 

 

 

 


