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WIKIPEDIA: A WORLD OF KNOWLEDGE 
 
Wikipedia has become an essential reference book for Internet users. 
 
Wikipedia is a blend of ‘wiki’ and ‘encyclopedia’. A ’wiki’ is a piece of server software 
that allows users to freely create and edit webpage content using any web browser. 
Wikipedia’s most unique characteristic is that it is written by its readers rather than a 
publishing company. 
 
Any one can correct information in the resource. The idea is that people familiar with a 
particular topic will add their knowledge to an entry. Having the whole world contribute 
means building an extensive information source from the ground up. As a result, 
Wikipedia has more entries than hard copy encyclopaedias. More importantly, it 
receives real time entries so Wikipedia’s information is more current than traditional 
resources. 
 
Any problems with Wikipedia tend to be minor. The company can manage attacks on 
stories by locking down controversial topics for a couple of weeks, or by banning 
particular users or user groups. What’s more, any incorrect information is quickly 
corrected by someone around the world who has in-depth knowledge of the topic, so 
the encyclopedia is self-regulating. 
 
In July 2006, Wikipedia sites had more than 28 million visitors, ranking 18th among all 
websites according to comScore Media Metrix. Wikipedia, which is offered in many 
languages, was created in 2001 by a non-profit organization. 

 
 
1.- Reading Comprehension (4 points) 
 
A. Are the following statements true or false? Say why. Take evidence from 
the text to support your answers. No marks are given for only true or false.  
(2 points) 
 

1- Wikipedia’s information is less up –to-date than traditional resources. 
 
2- Only people who have a deep knowledge of the topic can correct information 
in the reference book. 
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B.  Answer the following questions in full sentences using information from 
the text.  (2 points) 

  
1-  What does the company do to prevent attacks on stories? 
 
2- Why has Wikipedia more entries than hard copie encyclopedias? 

 

2.- Vocabulary (2 points) 

Vocabulary: find synonyms in the text for the words below. 

a)  Fusion = 
b)  Subject, theme = 
c)  Prohibiting = 
d)  Deep, profound = 
 
 

3.- Writing  (4 points) 

Write a composition of about 100 words on the following topic: 

Do you think Wikipedia is an effective resource to get information?  Do you use 
Wikipedia? 
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SOLUCIONARIO INGLÉS 
(Mayo 2009) 

 
WIKIPEDIA: A WORLD OF KNOWLEDGE 

 
Wikipedia has become an essential reference book for Internet users. 
 
Wikipedia is a blend of ‘wiki’ and ‘encyclopedia’. A ’wiki’ is a piece of server 
software that allows users to freely create and edit webpage content using any web 
browser. Wikipedia’s most unique characteristic is that it is written by its readers 
rather than a publishing company. 
 
Any one can correct information in the resource. The idea is that people familiar 
with a particular topic will add their knowledge to an entry. Having the whole world 
contribute means building an extensive information source from the ground up. As 
a result, Wikipedia has more entries than hard copy encyclopaedias. More 
importantly, it receives real time entries so Wikipedia’s information is more current 
than traditional resources. 
 
Any problems with Wikipedia tend to be minor. The company can manage attacks 
on stories by locking down controversial topics for a couple of weeks, or by 
banning particular users or user groups. What’s more, any incorrect information is 
quickly corrected by someone around the world who has in-depth knowledge of the 
topic, so the encyclopedia is self-regulating. 
 
In July 2006, Wikipedia sites had more than 28 million visitors, ranking 18th among 
all websites according to comScore Media Metrix. Wikipedia, which is offered in 
many languages, was created in 2001 by a non-profit organization. 

 
 
1.- Reading Comprehension (4 points) 
 
 
A. Are the following statements true or false? Say why. Take evidence 
from the text to support your answers. No marks are given for only true or 
false.  (2 points) 
 

1- Wikipedia’s information is less up –to-date than traditional resources. 
 
False. According to the text, it receives real time entries so Wikipedia’s 
information is more current than traditional resources. 
 

2- Only people who have a deep knowledge of the topic can correct 
information in the reference book. 

 
False. Any one can correct information in the resource. 
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B. Answer the following questions in full sentences using information 
from the text.  (2 points) 

  
1-  What does the company do to prevent attacks on stories? 

 
The company locks down controversial topics for a couple of weeks, or by 
banning particular users or user groups in order to prevent attacks on 
stories. 
 
 

2- Why has Wikipedia more entries than hard copie encyclopedias? 
 
Wikipedia has more entries  because people familiar with a particular topic 
will add their knowledge to an entry. 

 
 

2.- Vocabulary (2 points) 

Vocabulary: find synonyms in the text for the words below. 

a)  Fusion = blend 
b) Subject,theme = topic 
c)  Prohibiting = banning 
d)  Deep,profound = in-depth 
 
 

3.- Writing  (4 points)      
Write a composition of about 100 words on the following topic: 

Do you think Wikipedia is an effective resource to get information?  Do you 
use Wikipedia? 
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CRITERION: 
 
Clear and well - organised arguments or ideas: 1,5 point 

Grammar: 1,5 point 

Ambitious use of vocabulary: 1 point 

 

Students’ own answers. 

 




